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REFORMATION FOR EACH SUNDAY OF THE CHURCH YEAR

2017 Its Still All About

Jesus



 
ONE YEAR SERIES 2016–17
For use in church bulletins. When used, include:

Quotation from Luther’s Works, American Edition 
(56 vols.; St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House and Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1955–1986). 

REFORMATION - John 8:31–36 (Oct. 30)
“Regardless of how terrified the Christian is by the Law and how much he acknowledges his sin, he does not despair; for he believes in Christ into whom he has been baptized and through whom he has the forgiveness of sins. Now if our sin has been forgiven through Christ Himself ... we have become free by the deliverance of the Son.” LW 26:447

– OR –
Matt. 11:12–19

“This is the way the Lord, our Ruler, establishes His kingdom, through the external oral Word which the Apostles preached and which now, by God’s grace, we also preach, hear, accept, and believe. Many hear and accept it with us; we do not force anyone into this. They push themselves into it so that no one can hold them back, as Christ says in Matthew 11:12: ‘The kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and men of violence take it by force.’” LW 12:114

ALL SAINTS DAY - Matt. 5:1–12 (Nov. 6)
“I will do everything and suffer everything for the sake of Him whose promises are so generous and who says: ‘Through Christ you already have all the treasure in heaven, and more than enough. Yet I will give you even more, as a bonus. You will have the kingdom of heaven revealed to you, and the Christ whom you now have in faith you will have in sight as well’” LW 21:292

TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST - Matthew 24:15–28 (Nov. 13)
“By ‘the world’ I also understand the adversaries of the Word and the sects. Here, therefore, it is taught in brief that one must cling in faith against these assaults. Consequently, he who has a true knowledge of God abides in Christ, and God abides in him. For that love of God is so great that we are able to have confidence in the Day of Judgment, on which the whole world will tremble.” LW 30:301

– OR –


Luke 17:20–30
“We teach that one should know and look upon Christ as the one who sits there as the advocate of the poor, terrified consciences, believe in him, not as a judge, who is angry and ready to punish, but as a gracious, kindly, comforting mediator between my fearful conscience and God, and says to me: If thou are a sinner and are terrified, and the devil is drawing you to the judgment seat through the law, then come unto me and have no fear of any wrath.” LW 51:279–80
LAST SUNDAY OF THE CHURCH YEAR - Matt. 25:1–13 (Nov. 20)

“This allegory is ingenious and full of comfort, for what more delightful statement can be made than that the church is the bride and Christ the Bridegroom? It expresses that most happy association and bestowal of all the gifts which the Bridegroom possesses, as well as the obliteration of the sins and all the misfortunes with which the poor bride is burdened.” LW 1:233

THANKSGIVING - Luke 17:11–19 (Nov. 24)
“Christ heals the ten lepers, and He knew that only one would be grateful (Luke 17:11–19). This will also be our lot, and we should not on this account give up our eagerness to confer benefits on others. Indeed, we should be generous not only toward the brethren and such as are exiled because of their confession but also toward those who are strangers in the state, provided that they are not manifestly evil.” LW 3:183

FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT - Matt. 21:1–9 (Nov. 27)
“Your King is coming to you. He will bring justice and salvation. But, He lacks all pomp, all royal equipment; He appears with no glory or magnificence but comes like a humble person, a common man, like one of the hoi polloi, like anyone of a common herd, not distinguished from others by any royal insignia.” LW 20:94

SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT - Luke 21:25–36 (Dec. 4)
“By ‘the world’ I also understand the adversaries of the Word and the sects. Here, therefore, it is taught in brief that one must cling to faith against these assaults. Consequently, he who has a true knowledge of God abides in Christ, and God abides in him. For that love of God is so great that we are able to have confidence in the Day of Judgment, on which the whole world will tremble.” LW 30:301

THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT - Matt. 11:2–10 (11) (Dec. 11)
“Grace is ineffective if the sin is not first revealed and recognized through the Law. In Matt. 11:5 the Lord Jesus says Himself that He preaches the Gospel to the poor and to the lost sheep of the house of Israel, that is to those who because of the Law feel they are lost.” LW 15:331

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT - John 1:19–28 (Dec. 18)
“John was commissioned to point to this Christ and to lead all mankind to Him, so that He might induce all who were dead in sin and sitting in darkness and the shadow of death (Luke 1:79) to come to Him, to believe in Him, to be animated and illumined do by Him, and thus to become partakers of His grace and truth. For this was the purpose of Christ’s incarnation, death, and resurrection, that all believers in Him might be justified and saved.” LW 22:126

– OR –
 Luke 1:39–56

“No proud man magnifies Christ, but himself. But he who exceedingly humbles himself exceedingly magnifies Him. Only the humble magnify Him, and to them He is a great Lord and exceedingly to be praised, because they are exceedingly blameworthy to themselves. The more you disparage yourself, the more you praise God, and the more you displease yourself, the more He pleases you, and vice-versa.” LW 11:316

CHRISTMAS MIDNIGHT - Luke 2:1–14 (15–20) (Dec. 24)
“From these words (i.e. Luke 2:10–11) you see clearly that he was born for us. He (i.e. Luke) does not simply say: ‘Christ is born,’ but: ‘for you is he born.’ Again, he does not say: ‘I announce a joy,’ but: ‘to you do I announce a great joy.’ Again, this joy will not remain in Christ, but is for all people.” LW 52:15

CHRISTMAS DAWN, see Christmas Midnight 
CHRISTMAS DAY - John 1:1–14 (15–18) (Dec. 25)
“For whoever confesses that God and man are one person must, by reason of such a union of the two natures in one person, also unquestionably concede that this man Christ, born of Mary, is creator of heaven and earth; for he has become this in one person, namely, God who created heaven and earth.” LW 41:109

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS - Luke 2:(22–32) 33–40 (Dec. 31)
(Regarding a sign spoken against,) “His miracles, words, and sermons really should have identified Him; but this, too, helped very little. Nevertheless, the world nailed Him to the cross. Had they recognized His true character, this never would have happened. We, however, know Him and believe in Him. And all who wish to be saved must arrive at this same belief that Jesus is God and man.” LW 22:77

EVE OF THE CIRCUMCISION, NAME OF JESUS - Luke 12:35–40 (Dec. 31)
“No one has conquered this fear except Christ alone, who has overcome all temporal evils and even eternal death. Therefore those who believe in Him no longer have any reason at all to be afraid, but with a blessed pride they laugh and rejoice in all these evils, for they are not going to perish or be swallowed up, but they are going to experience, await, and see the victory of Christ made complete in those evils.” LW 25:356

CIRCUMCISION AND NAME OF JESUS - Luke 2:21 (Jan. 1)
“First people must be sent to announce the Gospel. Hearing follows this sending, faith follows hearing, calling on the name of the Lord follows faith, and salvation this invocation. Thus the Christian kingdom is nothing else than the kingdom of faith in the Word of God — namely, that salvation comes to us not by our own strength, not by our own merits or righteousness, but out of the gracious mercy of God, who, as Paul says in Romans (5:10), loved us even when we were still His enemies.” LW 18:111

THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD - Matt. 2:1–12 (Jan. 6)
“God wanted to point out (with reference to Genesis 50) that the dead in Christ have been anointed with myrrh. Christ is our myrrh, just as myrrh is also offered to him by the Magi, as Matt. 2:11 tells us. For if we believe in him, we are anointed with myrrh, so that we do not decay but are preserved for the future resurrection.” LW 8:321

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY - Luke 2:41–52 (Jan. 8)
“Therefore, we must understand Luke’s words in the simplest manner as referring to Christ’s humanity which was a tool and a dwelling of the godhead; even though he was always filled with the spirit and with wisdom, the spirit did not always move him in the same way but aroused him now to this, and now to that, as the necessity required.” LW 52:147

– OR –
BAPTISM OF OUR LORD - Matt. 3:13–17 

“The law was no longer to have validity, because the Man had now come for whose sake the Law had hitherto been observed. John, too, now looked upon his office as terminated; for now He had appeared who baptized not only with water, but also with the Holy Spirit.” LW 22:161

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY - John 2:1–11 (Jan. 15)
“From the beginning of the world God appointed signs in addition to His Word, so that people had an opportunity to behold with their physical eye that God loved His people and church and was disposed to be their benefactor. … Thus God at all times bestowed external, visible signs to accompany the office of the ministry, lest we complain that we cannot find God.” LW 22:420

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY - Matt. 8:1–13 (Jan. 22)
“The Jews are unable to understand what was said here and everywhere in the prophets about the heathen joining this people in droves, or about the city of Jerusalem becoming so great that its walls stand at the ends of the earth. But, as a matter of fact and experience, this kingdom of Christ, begun at Zion or Jerusalem, has been spread abroad in the world; and this King, born of the Jewish nation, is being accepted everywhere merely through the Word of the Gospel, which the apostles preached.” LW 13:269

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY – Matt. 8:23–27 (Jan. 29)
“The sea swells when it is tossed by the wind and storms, and by its swirling billows it threatens the dike, as it were, or the shore surrounding it, just as though it were about to flow out over all the lands of the earth. ‘But I have set a limit for it,’ says God. So the shore does not fear the threats and the swelling of the sea. In this way the devil rises up against the church and hurls dire threats at the godly and stirs up violence and destruction for them. But He who has set a limit for the sea calms also these billows so that Satan cannot rage according to his liking.” LW 6:38

TRANSFIGURATION - Matt. 17:1–9 (Feb. 5)
“The Heavenly Father still addresses these words to us: ‘This is My beloved Son!’ He will continue to do so until the Day of Judgment, nor will heaven ever be closed again. When you are baptized, partake of Holy Communion, receive the absolution, or listen to a sermon, heaven is open, and we hear the voice of the Heavenly Father; all these works descend upon us from the open heaven above us.” LW 22:202

SEPTUAGESIMA - Matt. 20:1–16 (Feb. 12)
“[W]ith respect to the appearances of Christ after His resurrection ... there arose a common rejoicing and praising of God, each one praising the grace bestowed on another, yet most of all that bestowed on himself, however much more modest it was than that of the other. So simple- hearted were they that all desired to be foremost, not in possessing the gifts but in praising and loving God; for God Himself and His bare goodness were sufficient for them, however small His gifts. But, the hirelings and the mercenaries grow green with envy when they observe that they are not first and foremost in possessing the good things of God (Matt. 20:11, 12).” LW 21:319

SEXAGESIMA - Luke 8:4–15 (Feb. 19)
“When a man hears the Word, God must put into his heart the conviction that this is surely the Father’s Word. And when he hears the word of this Man Christ, he is persuaded that he is hearing the Word of God the Father. When the heart can arrive at the conclusion that God the Father Himself is conversing with us, then the Holy Spirit and light enter, and man is illumined and becomes a joyful master who can now test and judge all doctrines.” LW 23:96
QUINQUAGESIMA - Luke 18:31–43 (Feb. 26)
“Now the most precious thing God has is death and dying; and Christ accepted it in love, joyfully and voluntarily, out of obedience to his Father. We flee it and consider life more precious than death. He embraced it as a thing of sweetness and gave his life unto death, and just because he is to ascend to the throne of glory and reign eternally with the Father, he must (and he does it willingly) die on the cross; he lets go of life and accepts death.” LW 51:40

ASH WEDNESDAY - Matt. 6:(1–6), 16–21 (March 1)
“If some knave were to come and rob or steal that which is mine or deceive me with sweet words and cheat me, he has done me little harm, taking only the crust of my bread, but not Him who sits above. He harms himself more than me, taking my crusts, a poor plate of bread, while acquiring an ungracious and angry God for himself. I still keep Him who is in heaven, who owns all things, where I have my real treasure which no thief can steal (Matt. 6:20).” LW 13:408

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT - Matt. 4:1–11 (March 5)
“‘Man is buoyed up by the Word; he is sustained by the Word. Therefore even though for the present there is no bread in his household, yet he does not die. Nor is he forsaken. But, faith in the Word of God feeds both his body and his soul in the midst of poverty and eventually also changes hunger into plenty and abundance. For ‘those who seek the Lord shall lack no good thing.’ (Ps. 34:9–10)” LW 5:144

SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT - Matt. 15:21–28 (March 12)
“[N]ot faith in general is meant here, but the special faith which was concerned with the daughter who was to be healed in answer to her mother’s prayer. For she boldly believed that this would be done, that Christ could and would do it, and so her prayer was fulfilled. She never would have attained this, however, if she had not believed. Therefore she was made worthy of this answer to her prayer, not by her attitude, but by faith alone.” LW 31:272

THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT - Luke 11:14–28 (March 19)
“‘The Gospel has come near to you. In it and with it there has hovered over you and has been present and has offered to you the kingdom of Christ, that is, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit with all their grace. ... This measuring, then, and the fact that the Holy Spirit is poured out upon all flesh mean this: through the Word the Holy Spirit has been offered to all men throughout the world. He hovers over them all and is present and ready to help them; the heavens are open as far as the world reaches; no place is excluded.” LW 20:182–83

FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT - John 6:1–15 (March 26)
“Flesh and blood is interested only in bodily nourishment. The common rabble’s breath reeks only of avarice. In fact, the entire world seeks nothing but money and goods, food and drink. But Christ utters these words here solely for the sake of the few pious people who take them to heart and whose yearnings transcend bread and beer, money and goods.” LW 23:8–9

FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT - John 8:42–45 (46–59) (April 2)
“Only Christians are such fools and timid cowards who stand in such awe of God, who regard their sin and his wrath so highly that they do not venture to appear before the eyes of his divine Majesty without a mediator or Messiah to represent them and to sacrifice himself for them.” LW 47:295

PALM SUNDAY - Matt. 21:1–9 (April 9)
“Your King is coming to you. He will bring justice and salvation. But, He lacks all pomp, all royal equipment; He appears with no glory or magnificence but comes like a humble person, a common man, like one of the hoi polloi, like anyone of a common herd, not distinguished from others by any royal insignia.” LW 20:94

– OR –
 John 12:12–19 
 “The name ‘Jesus’ is derived from the same Hebrew word (i.e. Hosanna). It means Helper or Savior, as the angel says to Joseph ... ‘You shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.’ 
Hoshiyah, ‘Joshua,’ and ‘Jesus’ sound almost alike; and Joshua is the same name as Jesus. ... The verse is a prayer or a wish of joy.” LW 14:101

MAUNDY THURSDAY - John 13:1–15 (34–35) (April 13)
“To love does not mean, as the sophists imagine, to wish someone else well, but to bear someone else’s burdens, that is, to bear what is burdensome to you and what you would rather not bear. Therefore, a Christian must have broad shoulders and husky bones to carry the flesh, that is, the weakness of the brethren; for Paul says they have burdens and troubles.” LW 27:113

GOOD FRIDAY - John 18:1–19:42 (April 14)
“St. Bernard was so terrified by this (Christ’s suffering on the cross) that he declared, ‘I regarded myself secure; I was not aware of the eternal sentence that had been passed on me in heaven until I saw God’s only Son had compassion upon me and offered to bear this sentence for me. Alas, if the situation is that serious, I should not make light of it or feel secure.’“ LW 42:9

EASTER SUNRISE - John 20:1–18 (April 16)
“If I should feel sin, death, and evil and nothing good in my flesh, I must nevertheless believe in the kingdom of Christ. For the kingdom of Christ does not have its place in the senses. The treasure lies in the certainty of life. Feelings of despair and afflictions have to do with the sack (i.e. body), for they are done externally. Therefore whoever is tormented in his feeling by sin and death, let him rise again in the Word and kingdom of Christ and say, ‘My Christ lives.’“ LW 17:388

EASTER - Mark 16:1–8 (April 16)
“Christ died; death devoured the Son of God. But in doing so death swallowed a thorn and had to get rid of it. It was impossible for death to hold Him. For this Person is God; since both God and man in one indivisible Person entered into the belly of death and the devil, death ate a morsel that ripped his stomach open.” LW 22:355

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER - John 20:19–31 (April 23)
“For as the sealed stone and the closed door remained unaltered and unchanged, though his body at the same time was in the space entirely occupied by stone and wood, so he is also at the same time in the sacrament and where bread and wine are, though the bread and wine in themselves remain unaltered and unchanged.” LW 37:216
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER - John 10:11–16 (April 30)
“The contrite and fearful are the people of grace, whose wounds the good Shepherd wants to bind up and heal, the Shepherd who gives His life for the sheep ... Such people should not give in to the thoughts of their hearts, which persuade them that because of their sins they ought not to pray or hope for grace. With David they should cry out, ‘Have mercy on me, O God,’ for such people are well pleasing to God.” LW 12:317

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER - John 16:16–22 (May 7)
“Christians are in groanings and lamentations, etc., but their sorrow will be turned into joy, because I will come again and ‘I will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you’ (John 16:22).” LW 17:200–201

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER - John 16:5–15 (May 14)
“He is Himself a distinct Person who is neither the Father nor the Son. For all the following words indicate a special Person: ‘the Comforter, who will come’; ‘Whatever He hears He will speak.’ If He is to come or, as Christ said earlier, if He is to be sent or to proceed, also to hear and to speak, He must of course, be something. Now He is surely not the Father, since the Father does not come and is not sent. Nor is He the Son, who has already come and now returns to the Father, and of whom the Holy Spirit will preach and whom He will glorify.” LW 24:364

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER - John 16:23–30 (31–33) (May 21) 
“The only thing we still need is a childlike stammering. Hence all depends on our learning to cling to Christ as the One who was sent and given to us by the Father for the attainment of God’s grace and salvation. Otherwise all is completely lost.” LW 24:411

THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD - Luke 24:44–53/Mark 16:14–20 (May 25)
“I am leaving you the Father’s and My love and friendship. You have seen and heard nothing but kind and friendly words and works from Me. And these are not Mine; they are the Father’s. Thus you possess everything you could desire from Me, even though I am leaving you and you see Me no more.” LW 24:178

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER - John 15:26–16:4 (May 28)
“This additional gift will be My Spirit, who will renew in your hearts these words I am now speaking to you and will fully clarify them for you, so that you will understand them ever better and know what both I and the world mean in your lives. He will give you the strength and courage to enable you to continue to adhere to Me and to pursue your course. For if He were not with you and you were to engage in daily combat with both the devil and the world, you would not be able to bear this.” LW 24:290

THE DAY OF PENTECOST - John 14:23–31 (June 4)
“He is also called a Spirit of truth who opposes all lies and false arguments. For the world, too, is always full of spirits, as the saying goes: ‘Wherever God erects a church, the devil builds his chapel or a tavern next to it’; that is wherever God’s Word springs up in its purity, the devil ushers in sects, factions, and many false spirits who also deck themselves with the glory and the name of Christ and His church.” LW 24:292

THE HOLY TRINITY - John 3:1–15 (16–17) (June 11)
“Would that for the sake of our corruption and that horrible depravity we could know God and love Him in return! He shows Himself so benign and propitious that He dwells with us and associates with us, albeit invisibly. Yet He does not do so imperceptibly, if I may use that expression. He has given us His Son as a pledge of this love and intimate association (John 3:16). But, those who are smug and irreligious have ears and do not hear.” LW 4:257

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY – Luke 16:19–31 (June 18)
“No one can mortify the flesh, bear the cross, and follow the example of Christ before he is a Christian and has Christ through faith in his heart as an eternal treasure. You don’t put the old nature to death, as these prophets do, through works, but through the hearing of the gospel. Before all other works and acts you hear the Word of God, through which the Spirit convinces the world of its sin (John 16 [:8]). When we acknowledge our sin, we hear of the grace of Christ.” LW 40:149

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY - Luke 14:15–24 (June 25)
“Let us watch out in every way that we do not prefer anything to it or busy ourselves with anything else or rather be taken up by anything else, as did they who said, ‘I have bought a field, have me excused’ (Luke 14:18). They wanted first to be busy with their own affairs and only at long last seek the things that are Christ’s.” LW 11:253

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY - Luke 15:1–10 or 11–32 (July 2)
“It cannot happen that he who is filled with his own righteousness can be filled with the righteousness of God, who fills none but the hungry and the thirsty. Therefore he who is sated with his own truth and wisdom is incapable of receiving the truth and wisdom of God, which can be received only in an empty and destitute heart. Hence let us say to God: ‘O how willingly we are empty that Thou mayest dwell in us!’” LW 25:204

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY - Luke 6:36–42 (July 9)
“No one sees his own inadequacies, but he quickly sees those of others. Now if you proceed on the basis of what you see this way, the only consequence must be slander and judging back and forth. The devil cooks this up in Christendom, and he is so successful at it that finally nothing is left but continual judging in matters of life as well as in matters of doctrine.” LW 21:215

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY - Luke 5:1–11 (July 16)
“[Y]ou hear Christ say that the Holy Spirit will ‘convince the world of sin,’ and that He will do this through the agency of these messengers of His. Therefore it is not they who do so; it is the Holy Spirit, at whose order and in whose office they are preaching. If He did not do it, they, too, would surely refrain.” LW 24:337–38

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY - Matt. 5:(17–19) 20–26 (July 23)
“This is one kind of confession, the kind which one must make openly before men, acknowledging one’s guilt. I am not righteous before God; neither am I righteous before the world, when measured by the common kind of guilt. Each one has a claim on every other one, and no one satisfies that claim; therefore each must pray the other to forgive him.” LW 36:357

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY - Mark 8:1–9 (July 30)
“I am not so certain of the grace which I see in miracles shown to others as when I have before me plain, clear words. To me it is more comforting to hear such loving admonitions and allurements than to hear preaching on the miracles, although they too strengthen my faith and are examples of the fact that as he helped these people so he will help me also.” LW 51:122

EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY - Matt. 7:15–23 (Aug. 6)
“Because a godless man does not hear the truth, he turns to his own tales. The cuckoo swallows the eggs of the hedge sparrow and puts its own in the hedge sparrow’s nest; and afterwards its young, when they have grown larger, devour the mother hedge sparrow in the nest. Thus a godless teacher steals away the children of the church and replaces them with his own progeny, who finally destroy the church by which they had been nourished.” LW 9:135

NINTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY - Luke 16:1–9 (10–13) (Aug. 13)
“They know how to conduct their activities and are not slothful, they never drop their wings or let spiderwebs grow in front of their mouths but spread their activities far and wide. They are more diligent and alert to spread their error than the children of light are to spread their truth (Luke 16:8). The mouths of the seducers are never at rest.” LW 20:244

TENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY - Luke 19:41–48 (Aug. 20)
“By God’s grace and mercy we, too, are citizens and residents of this kingdom. We have the Bible, hear the blessed Gospel of Christ, and are called Christians after Him. We are His brethren and fellow heirs (Rom. 8:17) of all His eternal, heavenly goods. We also dwell within the heavenly walls of this Jerusalem. This Jerusalem contains and includes all the cities that heed the Word of God; they may all lay claim to the civic privileges there.” LW 22:41

ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY - Luke 18:9–14 (Aug. 27)
“Other sins — such as wrathfulness, impatience, and drunkenness — naturally bring shame because of their foulness. Those who indulge in them know that they have sinned. Consequently, they blush. But vainglory and trust in one’s own wisdom or righteousness is a sin of such a kind that it is not recognized as a sin. Instead, men thank God for it, as the Pharisee does in the Gospel (Luke 18:9–14); they rejoice in it as an extraordinary gift of the Holy Spirit. Therefore it is an utterly incurable and devilish evil.” LW 3:9

TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY - Mark 7:31–37 (Sept. 3)
“The bond of the tongue remains — the bond with which the devil has stopped the mouth, so that although it is terrified, it nevertheless does not seek a remedy. For the devil does not allow the sinner to say from his heart: ‘I have sinned against Thee, Lord God; pardon me; I repent of my sin.’” LW 7:277

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY - Luke 10:23–37 (Sept. 10)
“You hear whom Christ calls His friends and also why He does so, namely, because they receive benefits from Him. For that is His definition of the word ‘friend,’ as we also gather from Luke 10:36–37, where He speaks of the man who had fallen among thieves and informs us that he who showed mercy was his neighbor. It is our custom to reverse this order and call him ‘friend’ who bestows good on others. But here Christ is speaking about the manner in which we come to be friends in the sight of God, namely, by being recipients of His benefits.” LW 24:256

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY - Luke 17:11–19 (Sept. 17)
“Christ heals the ten lepers, and He knew that only one would be grateful (Luke 17:11–19). This will also be our lot, and we should not on this account give up our eagerness to confer benefits on others. Indeed, we should be generous not only toward the brethren and such as are exiled because of their confession but also toward those who are strangers in the state, provided that they are not manifestly evil.” LW 3:183

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY – Matt. 6:24–34 (Sept. 24)
“God has shown sufficiently in the first chapter of Genesis how he provides for us. He first created and prepared all things in heaven and on earth, together with the beasts and all growing things, before he created man. Thereby he demonstrated how he has laid up for us at all times a sufficient store of food and clothing, even before we ask him for it. All we need to do is to work and avoid idleness; then we shall certainly be fed and clothed.” LW 45:48

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY - Luke 7:11–17 (Oct. 1)
“He portrayed how it will happen in such grand terms (i.e. the shout of the archangel) in order that we should be confident and bold and not be so frightened over those who die, especially those who die in faith in and through Christ, and we should hope that Christ himself may come and take them, and us with them.” LW 51:254
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY - Luke 14:1–11 (Oct. 8)
“God wants everyone to be subject to the other person. Therefore do this willingly and gladly. Then He will exalt you. But if you do not do it willingly, you will be obliged to do it. God will cast you down nevertheless. … He will nonetheless exalt you [later].” (1 Peter 5:6) LW 30:140

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY - Matt. 22:34–46 (Oct. 15)
“From Him and through Him we receive all that we have. He has all power and authority with the Father because by nature He is God’s Son. But since He is true man, and therefore belongs to us, being a child of Adam no less than we are but without sin, He has bestowed authority and all His power upon us as a gift. After all, we are His brothers, having the same nature, destined to be fellow heirs with Him (Rom. 8:17).” LW 13:236

NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY - Matt. 9:1–8 (Oct. 22)
“‘I absolve you of your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; that is, I reconcile your soul to God, remove God’s wrath and displeasure, put you in His grace, and give you the inheritance of eternal life and the kingdom of heaven.’ All these things have the power to grant you forgiveness immediately and truly if you believe, for they are not our works; they are God’s works through our ministry.” LW 5:140–41

REFORMATION - John 8:31–36 (Oct. 29)
“Regardless of how terrified the Christian is by the Law and how much he acknowledges his sin, he does not despair; for he believes in Christ into whom he has been baptized and through whom he has the forgiveness of sins. Now if our sin has been forgiven through Christ Himself ... we have become free by the deliverance of the Son.” LW 26:447

– OR –
Matt. 11:12–19

“This is the way the Lord, our Ruler, establishes His kingdom, through the external oral Word which the Apostles preached and which now, by God’s grace, we also preach, hear, accept, and believe. Many hear and accept it with us; we do not force anyone into this. They push themselves into it so that no one can hold them back, as Christ says in Matthew 11:12: “The kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and men of violence take it by force.” LW 12:114
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