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THREE YEAR SERIES 2017–18
For use in church bulletins. When used, include:

Quotation from Luther’s Works, American Edition 
(56 vols.; St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House and Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1955–1986). 

REFORMATION - John 8:31–36 (Oct. 31)

“Regardless of how terrified the Christian is by the Law and how much he acknowledges his sin, he does not despair; for he believes in Christ into whom he has been baptized and through whom he has the forgiveness of sins. Now if our sin has been forgiven through Christ Himself ... we have become free by 
the deliverance of the Son.” LW 26:447
REFORMATION - Matt. 11:12–19 (Oct. 31)

“This is the way the Lord, our Ruler, establishes His kingdom, through the external oral Word which the Apostles preached and which now, by God’s grace, we also preach, hear, accept, and believe. Many hear and accept it with us; we do not force anyone into this. They push themselves into it so that no one can hold them back, as Christ says in Matthew 11:12: ‘The kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and men of violence take it by force.’” LW 12:114

ALL SAINTS’ DAY - Matt. 5:1–12 (Nov. 5)
“I will do everything and suffer everything for the sake of Him whose promises are so generous and who says: ‘Through Christ you already have all the treasure in heaven, and more than enough. Yet I will give you even more, as a bonus. You will have the kingdom of heaven revealed to you, and the Christ whom you now have in faith you will have in sight as well.’” 
LW 21:292

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST - Matt. 22:1–14 (Nov. 12)

“There ought to be no reasons to draw us away from following God. Obviously that is a weakness and blindness of the flesh, as if God, who has given you even those things about which you are anxious, could not give you more. The Germans have a way of saying, and it is well said and Christians too: ‘God has even more than He has ever given away.’” LW 20:7

TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST - Matt. 22:15–22 (Nov. 19)

“Christ did not appoint or assign any secular authority to His Christendom, but prohibited it, telling His Christians to ‘render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s’ (Matt. 22:21) as to one whom God had already appointed. And yet I want to repeat this here, because nowhere among men on earth is there a people like the Christians, who understand so well what worldly stations are. They alone know and teach that these are divine ordinances and institutions. Therefore they alone can truly thank and pray for them in their churches.” LW 13:370

THANKSGIVING - Luke 17:11–19 (Nov. 23)

“Christ heals the ten lepers, and He knew that only one would be grateful (Luke 17:11–19). This will also be our lot, and we should not on this account give up our eagerness to confer benefits on others. Indeed, we should be generous not only toward the brethren and such as are exiled because of their confession but also toward those who are strangers in the state, provided that they are not manifestly evil.” LW 3:183

LAST SUNDAY OF THE CHURCH YEAR - Matt. 25:31–46 (Nov. 26)

“The Apostle teaches, ‘Receive one another as Christ also received you to the glory of God.’ And again, ‘Have this mind in yourselves, which you have in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, [did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped], but emptied himself,’ etc. Even so, if you seem to yourself to be better than they are, do not count it as booty, as if it were yours alone, but humble yourself, forget what you are and be as one of them in order that you may help them.” LW 48:13

FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT - Mark 11:1–10 (Dec. 3)

“Your King is coming to you. He will bring justice and salvation. But, He lacks all pomp, all royal equipment; He appears with no glory or magnificence but comes like a humble person, a common man, like one of the hoi polloi, like anyone of a common herd, not distinguished from others by any royal insignia.” LW 20:94

“Just as He is very different from all of the kings of the world, so also His area of responsibility and His royal apparatus are clearly different from those which fit a king of this world. Here there is no violence, no armor, no power, no anger, no wrath. All of these, you see, are proper for kings of this world. Here there is only kindness, justice, salvation, mercy, and every good thing. In short, He dispenses the sweetness and the mercy of God. He is just, because He justifies. He is Savior, because He saves.” LW 20:94

– OR –
Mark 13:24–27

“By ‘the world’ I also understand the adversaries of the Word and the sects. Here, therefore, it is taught in brief that one must cling in faith against these assaults. Consequently, he who has a true knowledge of God abides in Christ, and God abides in him. For that love of God is so great that we are able to have confidence in the Day of Judgment, on which the whole world will tremble.” LW 30:301

SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT - Mark 1:1–8 (Dec. 10)

“There are many things which hinder the ‘way,’ that is, the work of the Lord. Those things must be removed, especially human reason,* self-love, one’s own wisdom, one’s own righteousness, etc. That preparing then is to make humble and to arrange things so as to allow God to work in one.” LW 18:409 (*Luther was not anti-intellectual, but opposed a reasoning that proudly sets itself in the place of God and His Word.)

THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT - John 1:6–8, 19–28 (Dec. 17)

“You can see that St. John is a faithful and truthful witness, who does not attract the people to himself but directs them to Christ and says: ‘The purpose of my preaching is to persuade you to prepare a way for the Lord and to make His way straight. Furthermore I am baptizing you with water; but at the same time I want to tell you that my Successor, who is far more excellent and the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie, will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire (Luke 3:16). Thus you now hear and see that all I say and do merely points to Him, to Christ the Lord.’” LW 22:127

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT - Luke 1:26–38 (Dec. 24)

“He who is called Man and who was born of the Virgin Mary and was crucified by the Jews must also be called the Son of God. And we must say that God was born of Mary and was crucified by the Jews; for God and Man are one Person. There are not two Sons, the one of God, and the other of Mary, but He is just one Son, God’s and Mary’s.” LW 15:341

CHRISTMAS EVE - Matt. 1:18–25 (Dec. 24)

“It is also more precise to say, ‘Behold, a maiden is with child,’ than to say, ‘A virgin is with child.’ For ‘virgin’ is an all-embracing term which might also be applied to a woman of fifty or sixty who is no longer capable of childbearing. But ‘maiden’ denotes specifically a young woman, nubile, capable of childbearing, but still a virgin; it includes not only the virginity, but also the youthfulness and the potential for childbearing.” LW 45:210

CHRISTMAS MIDNIGHT - Luke 2:(1–14) 15–20 (Dec. 25)

“For whoever confesses that God and man are one person must, by reason of such a union of the two natures in one person, also unquestionably concede that this man Christ, born of Mary, is creator of heaven and earth; for he has become this in one person, namely, God who created heaven and earth.” 
LW 41:109

CHRISTMAS DAWN - Luke 2:(1–14) 15–20 (Dec. 25)

“From these words (i.e. Luke 2:10–11) you see clearly that he was born for us. He (i.e. Luke) does not simply say: ‘Christ is born,’ but: ‘for you is he born.’ Again, he does not say: ‘I announce a joy,’ but: ‘to you do I announce a great joy.’ Again, this joy will not remain in Christ, but is for all people.” LW 52:15

CHRISTMAS DAY - John 1:1–14 (15–18) (Dec. 25)

“For whoever confesses that God and man are one person must, by reason of such a union of the two natures in one person, also unquestionably concede that this man Christ, born of Mary, is creator of heaven and earth; for he has become this in one person, namely, God who created heaven and earth.” 
LW 41:109

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS - Luke 2:22–40 (Dec. 31)

“Therefore, we must understand Luke’s words in the simplest manner as referring to Christ’s humanity which was a tool and a dwelling of the godhead; even though he was always filled with the spirit and with wisdom, the spirit did not always move him in the same way but aroused him now to this, and now to that, as necessity required.” LW 52:147

THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD - Matt. 2:1–12 (Jan. 6)
“God wanted to point out (with reference to Genesis 50) that the dead in Christ have been anointed with myrrh. Christ is our myrrh, just as myrrh is also offered to him by the Magi, as Matthew 2:11 tells us. For if we believe in him, we are anointed with myrrh, so that we do not decay but are preserved for the future resurrection.” LW 8:321
THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD - Mark 1:4–11 (Jan. 7)

“The law was no longer to have validity, because the Man had now come for whose sake the Law had hitherto been observed. John, too, now looked upon his office as terminated; for now he had appeared who baptized not only with water, but also with the Holy Spirit.” LW 22:161
SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY - John 1:43–51 (Jan. 14)

“The text does not use the word kephale (i.e. head [of Christ’s church], it sounds similar to Cephas.), but Cephas. This is the new name Christ gives Peter; He calls him a rock. Why? We have the answer in Matt. 16:18: ‘And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church.’ These words contain no command to Peter, nor do they invest him with any office. ...When Christ says: ‘On this rock I will build my church,’ He refers to Himself.” LW 22:186

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY - Mark 1:14–20 (Jan. 21)

“Therefore the treasures of the gospel are nets with which one formerly fished for men of wealth. The Apostle said, ‘I seek not what is yours, but you’ [2 Cor. 12:14]. And Christ said, ‘I will make you fishers of men’ [Matt. 4:19]. This sweet word directs as it attracts the will; indeed, it makes a man surrender his will to Christ. Hence St. Peter, portrayed as a fisherman in the city [of Rome], says, ‘For my ship I steer the Church, all the regions of the world are my sea, the Scripture is my net, man is the fish.’” LW 31:232–33 (Explanations of The Ninety-five Theses, #65)
FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 4 - Mark 1:21–28 (Jan. 28)

“Just as in the Gospel Christ casts out demons by means of the Word, so the minister says to the sinner: ‘I absolve you from all your sins.’ And this is the way it happens. For it is not the word of a man, at whose voice the devil would by no means flee. Even if all the jurists and all the philosophers were to heap up all their books, nothing would happen. But when the minister pronounces absolution, liberation from the devil and from sin is sure to follow. If the Holy Spirit grants you grace to believe, there He drives out Satan and death with one word.” LW 8:271

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 5 - Mark 1:29–39 (Feb. 4)

“It is a miracle that a man, who is damned and lost, who died and is stinking in his grave, should still have this consolation: his sins are forgiven, grace and mercy will surround, and shine on him, and he will be blessed eternally. This is the message which is to be preached; whoever believes the message will surely have all it conveys, for further on we read: ‘He who believes in the Son has eternal life’ (John 3:36). Those are marvelous deeds God works in us through the ministry of oral preaching.” LW 22:479–80

THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD - Mark 9:2–9 (Feb. 11)

“The Heavenly Father still addresses these words to us: ‘This is My beloved Son!’ He will continue to do so until the Day of Judgment, nor will heaven ever be closed again. When you are baptized, partake of Holy Communion, receive the absolution, or listen to a sermon, heaven is open, and we hear the voice of the Heavenly Father; all these works descend upon us from the open heaven above us.” LW 22:202

ASH WEDNESDAY - Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21 (Feb. 14)

“If some knave were to come and rob or steal that which is mine or deceive me with sweet words and cheat me, he has done me little harm, taking only the crust of my bread, but not Him who sits above. He harms himself more than me, taking my crusts, a poor plate of bread, while acquiring an ungracious and angry God for himself. I still keep Him who is in heaven, who owns all things, where I have my real treasure which no thief can steal.” LW 13:408

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT - Mark 1:9–15 (Feb. 18)

“The law was no longer to have validity, because the Man had now come for whose sake the Law had hitherto been observed. John, too, now looked upon his office as terminated; for now he had appeared who baptized not only with water, but also with the Holy Spirit.” LW 22:161

SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT - Mark 8:27–38 (Feb. 25)

“You are Peter, that is, a man of rock. For you have recognized and named the right Man, who is the 
true rock, as Scripture names him, Christ. On this rock, that is on me, Christ, I will build all of my Christendom, just as you and the other disciples are built on it through my Father in heaven, who 
revealed it to you.” LW 41:314

THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT - John 2:13–22 (23–25) (March 4)

“Whoever desires his soul’s salvation, whoever wants to have a gracious God and attain his heart’s desire from Him, must direct heart and eye heavenward and look at Christ, who sits at the right hand of God. And whoever wants to serve, find, and surely meet God, must come to Christ, the true spiritual temple, fall down before Him, worship Him, and believe in Him.” LW 22:249

FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT - John 3:14–21 (March 11)

“Would that for the sake of our corruption and that horrible depravity we could know God and love Him in return! He shows Himself so benign and propitious that He dwells with us and associates with us, albeit invisibly. Yet He does not do so imperceptibly, if I may use that expression. He has given us His Son as a pledge of this love and intimate association (John 3:16). But, those who are smug and irreligious have ears and do not hear.” LW 4:257

FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT - Mark 10:(32–34) 35–45 (March 18)

“We, too, could have such guests (i.e. as the three strangers who came to Abraham) every day if our unbelief did not stand in the way. Therefore these events are recorded for our shame and reproach, because we do not do the same thing in faith and do not conclude that as often as we show hospitality to exiled brethren and to those who are in distress because of their confession, the Son of God Himself and His angels — not flesh and blood — are lodging with us.” 
LW 3:199

SUNDAY OF THE PASSION - Mark 14:1–15:47 (March 25)

“It (Hosanna) means Helper or Savior, as the angel says to Joseph ... ,’You shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.’ Hoshiyah, ‘Joshua,’ and ‘Jesus’ sound almost alike; and Joshua is the same name as Jesus. ... The verse is a prayer or a wish of joy.” 
LW 14:101

HOLY THURSDAY - Mark 14:12–26 (March 29)

“There is only one body of Christ, which both mouth and heart eat, each in its own mode and manner. The heart cannot eat it physically nor can the mouth eat it spiritually. So God arranges that the mouth eats physically for the heart and the heart eats spiritually for the mouth, and thus both are satisfied and saved by one and the same food. Even the uncomprehending body does not know that it is eating a food by which it will live forever.” LW 37:93

GOOD FRIDAY - John 19:17–30 (March 30)

“St. Bernard was so terrified by this (i.e. Christ’s suffering on the cross) that he declared, ‘I regarded myself secure; I was not aware of the eternal sentence that had been passed on me in heaven until I saw God’s only Son had compassion upon me and offered to bear this sentence for me. Alas, if the situation is that serious, I should not make light of it or feel secure.’” LW 42:9

EASTER SUNRISE - John 20:1–18 (April 1)

“If I should feel sin, death, and evil and nothing good in my flesh, I must nevertheless believe in the kingdom of Christ. For the kingdom of Christ does not have its place in the senses. The treasure lies in the certainty of life. Feelings of despair and afflictions have to do with the sack (i.e. body), for they are done externally. Therefore whoever is tormented in his feeling by sin and death, let him rise again in the Word and kingdom of Christ and say, ‘My Christ lives.’” 
LW 17:388

EASTER DAY - Mark 16:1–8 (April 1)

“Christ died; death devoured the Son of God. But in doing so death swallowed a thorn and had to get rid of it. It was impossible for death to hold Him. For this Person is God; and since both God and man in one indivisible Person entered into the belly of death and the devil, death ate a morsel that ripped his stomach open.” LW 22:355

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER - John 20:19–31 (April 8)

“So thoroughly does this great apostle (i.e. Thomas), who heard Christ and had dwelt with Him so long, still miss the mark! To our great comfort, however, this demonstrates how our shameful nature and reason finds it so difficult to dismiss our own notions, to desist from speculating about God, and cling to Christ alone.” LW 24:57

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER - Luke 24:36–39 (April 15)

“How does one come to faith? I will tell you. Our Lord Christ said, ‘Peace be with you. Behold my hands, etc.’... Look, man, I am the only one who has taken away your sins and redeemed you, etc.; now be at peace. Just as you inherited sin from Adam — not that you committed it, for I did not eat the apple, any more than you did, and yet this is how we came to be in sin — so we have not suffered [as Christ did], and therefore we were made free from death and sin by God’s work, not by our works.” LW 51:62–63

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER - John 10:11–18 (April 22)

“The contrite and fearful are the people of grace, whose wounds the good Shepherd wants to bind up and heal, the Shepherd who gives His life for the sheep ... Such people should not give in to the thoughts of their hearts, which persuade them that because of their sins they ought not to pray or hope for grace. 
With David they should cry out, ‘Have mercy on me, O God,’ for such people are well pleasing to God.” LW 12:317

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER - John 15:1–8 (April 29)

“Your suffering is not the cleanness itself, and you are not declared clean in the sight of God because of it. But it does serve to drive man to grasp and hold the Word with a better and firmer grip, in order that in this way faith may become active. The Word is itself the purification of the heart if the heart adheres to it and remains faithful to it.” LW 24:211

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER - John 15:9–17 (May 6)

“It is great and strong love if a man gives his neighbor in need a hundred or a thousand guldens, or if he pays all of his debts for him. How unusual it would be for a king or a prince to give a poor beggar an earldom or a principality, or even his own kingdom or country or subjects! Then all the world would sing and speak of such unheard-of love. And, yet all of this is trivial compared with Christ’s giving His life for you.” LW 24:251

THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD - Luke 24:44–53 (May 10)

“I am leaving you the Father’s and My love and friendship. You have seen and heard nothing but kind and friendly words and works from Me. And these are not Mine; they are the Father’s. Thus you possess everything you could desire from Me, even though I am leaving you and you see Me no more.” LW 24:178

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER - John 17:11b–19 (May 13)

“If I cling to Christ in true faith and remain in Him, it is impossible for sin and death to accuse and condemn me; for Christ has conquered them. This, however, is accomplished, not by our strength but by faith in Him. In this way we, like pious lambs, remain resting in the arms of Christ, the faithful Shepherd. Therefore whoever is a Christian and takes hold of Christ by faith is not terrified by the devil; nor is he cowed by sin and death.” LW 22:356

PENTECOST - John 15:26–27, 16:4b–15 (May 20)

“This additional gift will be My Spirit, who will renew in your hearts these words I am now speaking to you and will fully clarify them for you, so that you will understand them ever better and know what both I and the world mean in your lives. He will give you the strength and courage to enable you to continue to adhere to Me and to pursue your course. For if He were not with you and you were to engage in daily combat with both the devil and the world, you would not be able to bear this.” LW 24:290

THE HOLY TRINITY - John 3:1–17 (May 27)

“Here Christ also speaks of the Holy Spirit and teaches us to regard Baptism as a spiritual, yes, a Spirit-filled water, in which the Holy Spirit is present and active; in fact, the entire Holy Trinity is there. And thus the person who has been baptized is said to be born anew. In Titus 3:5 St. Paul terms baptism ‘a washing of regeneration and renewal in the Holy Spirit.’” LW 22:283

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST - Mark 2:(13–17) 18–22 (June 3)

“He wanted to drive home the truth that such a kingdom was not based on reason and human wisdom either. Thus the kingdom was constructed, and thus it is sustained to this day. Christ is not greatly impressed by great kings or powerful lords, by the rich of this world, or by royal lineage and great pomp, which otherwise carry weight in the world. If he had chosen only distinguished, learned, and saintly men as His apostles, no one could persuade the world to believe that the poor also belong to the kingdom of God.” LW 22:190

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST - Mark 2:23–28 (3:1–6) (June 10)

“Adam would have lived for a definite time in Paradise, according to God’s pleasure; then he would have been carried off to that rest of God which God, through the sanctifying of the Sabbath, wished not only to symbolize for men but also to grant to them. Thus the physical life would have been blissful and holy, spiritual and eternal. Now we wretched men have lost that bliss of our physical life through sin, and while we live we are in the midst of death.” LW 1:80

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST - Mark 3:20–25 (June 17)

“The truth is being proclaimed and is heard, but we are rebuked for it as liars. And though we defend our position most fitly and make it clearer than the sun, we are nonetheless railed at and reviled. It is inevitable that we take abuse and are viewed with glass eyes. Well, if it cannot be otherwise, then let it remain so. This is unavoidable if people view things through painted glass, and I cannot change it. Christ experienced this too. They called Him a rebel. Yes, they called the Master of the house Beelzebub, therefore they will also call us devils.” LW 23:241

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST - Mark 4:26–34 (June 24)

“The common people are deeply moved by allegories and parables; therefore Christ also used them often. They are like pictures of a sort, which show things to simple people as though before their very eyes and for this reason have a profound effect on the mind, especially of an uneducated person.” LW 26:433

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST - Mark 4:26–34 (July 1)

“I simply taught, preached, and wrote God’s Word; otherwise I did nothing. And while I slept [cf. Mark 4:26–29], or drank Wittenberg beer with my friends Phillip (i.e. Melanchthon) and Amsdorf, the Word so greatly weakened the papacy that no prince or emperor ever inflicted such losses upon it. I did nothing; the Word did everything.” LW 51:77

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST - Mark 4:35–41 (July 8)

 “The sea swells when it is tossed by the wind and storms, and by its swirling billows it threatens the dike, as it were, or the shore surrounding it, just as though it were about to flow out over all the lands of the earth. ‘But I have set a limit for it,’ says God. So the shore does not fear the threats and the swelling of the sea. In this way the devil rises up against the church and hurls dire threats at the godly and stirs up violence and destruction for them. But He who has set a limit for the sea calms also these billows so that Satan cannot rage according to his liking.” LW 6:38

EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST - Mark 5:21–43 (July 15)

“The woman with a hemorrhage certainly touched no spiritual thing when she touched the hem of Christ’s garment, but the material garment of Christ. Nevertheless, it was a spiritual touching of this garment in her heart when she said to herself, ‘If only I touch the hem of his garment, I shall be made well’ [Matt. 9:21]. You see, these words and this faith in her heart are a spiritual touching. Of course, her hand could not grasp the word which her heart spoke, ‘Touch,’ and it did not know what it touched, but her heart knew well that her hand touched the Savior’s garment.” LW 37:90–91

NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST - Mark 6:1–13 (July 22)

“‘Since you do not know Him who sends the Messiah, you also do not know Him who is sent.’ Therefore Christ asks in a tone of sarcasm: ‘You know where I come from? How well you know it! For since you do not know Him who sent Me, how could you know Me and know whence I come? To be sure, you know that I was to come from Nazareth, from Galilee and Judea, and that is true; but that is not enough to know about My origin.’“ (On John 7:29) LW 23:245

TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST - Mark 6:14–29 (July 29)

“No one will administer the office of teaching without danger, and it is evident what reward John received for it, when he was so shamefully executed according to the desire of a harlot (Matt. 14:8). Therefore those who want to give due praise to a work that is great and worthy of a Christian man, let them not praise the pope’s foolishness nor the private conflicts and afflictions of the saints, but let them praise this, the confession of the name of the Lord before the world. For this is the virtue of virtues and the highest and hardest work.” LW 12:395

ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST - Mark 6:30–44 (Aug. 5)

“Our sows (i.e. false Christians) ... have this precious bread (i.e. God’s Word) in abundance and many basketfulls of fragments (Matt. 14:20), are sated with it and do not even care to smell it. Indeed, they thrust it about with their snouts, root around in it, trample it with their feet, and run over it. Thus the saying is true: When something is in common use, it is not appreciated, but is despised, however precious it may really be. Unfortunately such a saying is proved especially true in the case of our dear Word.” LW 12:151

TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST - Mark 6:45–56 (Aug. 12)

“To be sure, had we been there, we would probably have done worse things. These are examples that instruct us. Peter, ordered to walk on the sea, at once hurries to Christ and exults in his great boldness as though he were lord of the sea, the billows, the devils, the whole world. But when a stronger wind blows he begins to doubt. So Christ reproved him, saying (Matt. 14:31): ‘O man of little faith, why did you doubt? I ordered you to come and you are coming. But because you feel the wind contrary to the Word and experience, your faith wavers and you sink.’” LW 6:101

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST - John 6:22–35 (Aug. 19)

 “The Law and the Gospel also differ for this reason, that in the Law there are many works — they are all external — but in the Gospel there is only one work — it is internal — which is faith. Therefore the works of the Law bring about external righteousness; the works of faith bring about righteousness that is hidden in God. Consequently, when the Jews asked in John 6:28: ‘What must we do, to be doing the works of God?’ Christ draws them away from a large number of works and reduces the works to one. He says: ‘This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He has sent’ (John 6:29).” LW 29:123

– OR –
“All Holy Scripture is in agreement with this true service of God, which is indeed grounded in Holy Scripture. Therefore if you want to serve God, bear in mind that you must believe in Him whom the Father sent. If you want to know how to obtain God’s grace and how to approach God, how to render satisfaction for your sin, and how to escape death, then this is truly God’s will and true service, that you believe in Christ.” LW 23:23

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST - John 6:35–51 (Aug. 26)

“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me has eternal life. This is the only way to eternal life and the only redemption from sin, death, and devil, namely, your faith in Me; for I am the Way and the Life (John 14:6). If you can obtain this bread and permit Me to feed you, that is, if you believe in Me, then you are healthy. Then sin, death, and hell cannot harm you, and you are rid of all your enemies.” LW 23:110

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST - John 6:51–69 (Sept. 2)

“The Christian Church emulates the example set here by St. Peter and says: ‘To whom shall we go? What are we to teach or hear? Lord, I know none but Thee. I know of no other message; Thou hast words of life. Thy sermon has the proper ring; it is impressive and vigorous; its bones are full of marrow; it delivers from eternal death, from sin, and from all misery.’” LW 23:194

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST - Mark 7:1–13 (Sept. 9)

“Human nature is intent and inclined to evil, as the divine authority says (Gen. 8:21). The Law of the Lord is truly good, holy, and just. Then it follows that the desire of man is opposite of the Law, even hates it and flees from it. When now and then a man out of fear of punishment or desire for its promise pretends to love the Law, there nevertheless remains an inward hatred of the Law. He cannot love it freely, and he loves the Law, not because it is good but because it serves his ends.” LW 14:295

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST - Mark 7:14–23 (Sept. 16)

 “When God in his mercy chastens us, he shows us and lays upon us only the lighter evils, for God knows that if he were to lead a man to a full knowledge of his own evils, that man would die at once. He, did however, give a taste of this to some, of whom it is said, ‘He brings down to hell and brings back again’ [1 Sam. 2:6]. Therefore, they speak truth who say that our physical sufferings are monitors of the evil within.” LW 42:125

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST - Mark 7:(24–30) 31–37 (Sept. 23)

“I confess that I have deserved something more terrible. Therefore be merciful to me. If thou dost not want me to be an heir, see to it that I remain a servant (Luke 15:19). Indeed, as the Canaanite woman says, I do not refuse to be a dog in Thy house so that I can at least eat the crumbs which chance to fall to the ground and otherwise are wasted (Matt. 15:27). Thou dost not owe me a thing by any right. Therefore I cling to Thy mercy.” LW 4:55

NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST - Mark 9:14–29 (Sept. 30)

 “A man is spirit in proportion to how much he adheres to the Word. On the other hand, he is flesh in proportion to his flesh and unbelief. Flesh and Spirit contend against each other. I would fain believe with all my heart and be filled with spirit, but I do not succeed. The flesh and that old Sir Adam, who dwells in my skin, come along and frighten the spirit, play a nasty trick, and intone the old refrain into my ear night and day: ‘Well, surely good works are worth something too.’“ LW 23:175–76

TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST - Mark 9:30–37 (Oct. 7)

“We conclude, therefore, that a Christian lives not in himself, but in Christ and in his neighbor. Otherwise he is not a Christian. He lives in Christ through faith, in his neighbor through love. By faith he is caught up beyond himself into God. By love he descends beneath himself into his neighbor.” LW 31:371

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST - Mark 9:38–50 (Oct. 14)

“He says, ‘you are also salt’ — not the kind that belongs in the kitchen but the kind for salting this flesh, that is, the whole world. This is indeed a splendid office and a great and glorious honor, that God should call them His salt and should tell them to salt everything on earth. But for this a man must be ready, as He has already taught them, to be poor, miserable, thirsty, and meek, and to suffer all sorts of persecution, shame, and slander. Without this the man will never be the kind of preacher who knows how to salt, but will be only a salt without bite, useless.” 
LW 21:54

TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST - Mark 10:2–16 (Oct. 21)

“Flesh and blood is curious enough anyway. It soon has its fill and loses its taste for what it has, and it gapes at something else. With the devil’s promptings, a person sees only his wife’s faults, losing sight of 
her good and laudable qualities. As a consequence, every other woman seems more beautiful and better 
to my eyes than my own wife. Indeed, many a man with a truly beautiful and pious wife lets himself be hoodwinked into hating her and taking up with some vile and ugly bag.” LW 21:87

REFORMATION - See the quotations at the beginning of this document. (Oct. 28)
[image: image2.emf]









