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Elector Frederick the Wise ruled in 
Saxon Germany and established the 
university at Wittenberg, where Martin 
Luther taught. He was a knowledgeable man who 
valued education and the arts, including the work 
of Lucas Cranach and Albrecht Dürer. His sense 
of fairness and pursuit of truth led him to be well 
respected by the other princes in Europe. 

Although Frederick and Luther probably never 
met, Frederick protected Luther from both the 
pope and the Holy Roman Emperor, who did not 
appreciate this renegade monk stirring up trouble. 
Frederick was responsible for “kidnapping” Luther 
after the Diet of Worms and keeping him safely 
hidden in the Wartburg castle. Frederick died 
only eight years after the posting of the 95 Theses. 
Although Frederick never formally renounced his 
Catholic faith, he adopted Reformation teachings 
as his own. At the end of his life, Frederick 
received the Lord’s Supper in the manner of the 
Reformation, in two kinds (the body and blood of 
Christ in, with and under the bread and wine of 
the altar).
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